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I remember saying in the first 

Newsletter of the term that the 

coming year should be a very interest-

ing and productive time.  I think it has 

been both of these things in equal meas-

ure. We have certainly seen many 

changes ð particularly in terms of all the 

new students we have welcomed into 

ISLQ over the last 10 months. Students 

from all over the world have joined our 

community, making it even more interna-

tional than before. I do believe that you 

learn from every experience and from 

everyone that you meetðso the learning 

opportunities this year have been mathe-

matically astounding! 

At this time of year it is right and proper 

to say some words of  thanks. First and 

foremost we would like to say thank you 

and farewell to Ms. Jan Wood, our Princi-

pal this year. Ms. Wood has been a great 

asset to the school. She has led our sec-

ond year of development with purpose, 

warmth, good humour and a genuine 

interest in the well-being and develop-

ment of the students. We wish her, and 

her family a very happy future. At the 

same time we say goodbye to Mr. Wood 

who has been teaching both Technology 

and Visual Art over the last year. He has 

been here  ósmallô time but has made a 

big impact.  

There will be many more changes next 

year and things to look forward to as the 

school grows. Nothing is more certain 

than change, and international communi-

ties learn to embrace this truth. However,  

some things do remain the same ïand 

that is the desire of any good school to 

create  a happy atmosphere for students 

and an environment that challenges 

them to become open minded, fair, en-

quiring and responsible citizens of the 

world. We hope that we have taken 

some small first steps towards this and 

will continue to walk that path from Sep-

tember 2010. 

Dr Ireland, Head of Secondary.  

 

Internationalism and Open -Mindedness in 
ISLQ 
 

Part of being an MYP school means we have to make this 
visible in our school so that students become aware of the 
values of the programme. When we started the school all 
the teachers made sure that the Learner Profile attributes 
were on their classroom walls in whatever form, shape or 
colour. The IBO makes use of the jigsaw puzzle pieces 
and we also 
placed them 
at the main 
entrance of 
the school. In 
the Art room, 
I used pic-
tures made 
by Keith Har-
ing that I feel 
reflect the 
different at-
tributes. The 
one you see 
here is the 
one for being open-minded. At the moment we have more 
then 45 different nationalities in our school and, with the 
increasing number of students next year, this will go up 
even more. In that sense we are a true international 
school. Throughout the last two years ñInternationalismò is 
a theme that has been on our agenda a lot as we feel that 
it is one of our main focuses. What does it actually mean? 
One thing is clear. It goes beyond national flags and food 
fairs. It has to be in the hearts of students, staff and par-
ents to make it work. Wanting to be internationally minded 
also means one will have to be open-minded. Now and 
then this is not always the case with students, so in lower 
secondary this year, Mrs. Ireland and Ms. Williamson 
came with the idea to organize two Project Days for years 
7+8 on the theme ñYou and Meò. 
Students were placed in mixed vertical groups and dis-
cussed and worked on matters related to the theme. To 
my idea the outcome was a 100% positive and I am proud 
of how well the students worked together. They showed 
interest in each otherôs background and learned more 
about how international they are at the moment. In an as-
sembly at the end of the two days we witnessed skits, po-
ems, music and art work showing what the different 
groups had been working on. If these two days reflect 
where we are with Internationalism in ISLQ then we have 
done a good job so far and we will continue aiming for 
more. 
 

Ate Hemmes  
MYP Coordinator   



 

 

 

The U14 doubles pair of Haruo Morohashi and Hazwan Ahmed finished third overall after winning 4 games 
and losing only 2. 

Hanad KC (left) is champion of the U13 Quess Singles 
Badminton Championships. Congratulations to Hanad who 
won 8 out of 8 matches to lift the trophy. He beat an oppo-
nent from Dukhan who was undefeated in four years to be-
come the overall champion. Well done! 

The U13 doubles pair of Rik Hameleers and Asad KC 
also took 2nd place in their competition after winning 5 
out of 6 games. 

Visual Art Visual Art Visual Art Visual Art Visual Art  
There have been many things happening in the Art Department this year. Lower years have been fo-
cusing on developing skills through exposure to a wide variety of different media. We have used papier 
mache, plaster bandage, screen printing, mono printing and graphic design techniques to arrive at a 
wide variety of different outcomes. Years 9 and 10 have responded to themes and specific art works. 
We look forward to more exciting work next year and thank John Wood for all his help and expertise 
and wish him good luck in his new ventures. 
 Below are some of the papier mache Gargoyles made by year 7. 



Music Department  

The Year 10 group has been working on the unit óRhythm of Lifeô and we listened to a colourful piece from 
Korea called Tiger Dance. This piece was specially composed by Moon Pyung Hwang for the 1988 Olympic 
Games, which took place in Seoul. The Tiger is the national emblem of Korea. The music gradually builds 
up and then it stops dramatically. It was hard to imagine how they would do the tiger dance on this music 
but we are so privileged to have a student from Korea in our class Jaesang Kim. Jaesang demonstrated the 
Tiger Dance for us to the delight and enjoyment of the class. 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

The photo next to Jaesangôs photo is the rest of the Year 10 students conducting a 4/4 metre on the Prel-
ude to the opera Carmen by Bizet. This extract is a march-tune of the Toreadorôs Song. We first had to clap 
or tap on the tune then learn how to direct with the correct arm movement. This is to determine the 
ñheartbeatò of the music. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Year 8 group watched the musical Grease, and they had to design posters for the marketing depart-
ment for Grease. They had to focus on the following: does it grab peopleôs attention? What does it say 
about the show? What color scheme suits the show?  

 
English Department News  
This term we have been studying Kensukeôs Kingdom in Year 7. One of the characters is an old Japanese 
soldier who has survived World War II.  As part of our studies, we found out interesting facts about Japa-
nese culture and history and presented them to the class. We also made origami whales and wrote Tanka. 
Tanka, which means óshort songô in Japanese, is a traditional form of Japanese poetry. Like Haiku, Tanka 
has a fixed number of syllables and lines.  See if you can work out the pattern from the examples below:   
 
   Message in a bottle   
Stella and I are 
Safe and healthy. We are on 
An island somewhere 
Come and find us. I miss you 
With love from your son Michael 
By Olivia  
 
Nature of the island  
Tropical island 
With long, warm and white beaches 
And tall, green pine trees 
In the middle of nowhere 
Many animals live there 
By Manos  
 

My friend  
Kensuke wonôt let me 
Do anything to get home 
To see my parents, 
My friends and my football team, 
But even so, heôs my friend. 
By Chloe  
 
Trapped  
Trapped on an island 
Mosquitoes biting my skin 
Sounds from the forest 
Gibbons screeching very loud 
Wish I was back on the boat 
By Aurora and Julia  
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